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ORGANIZATIONS  AND  PROGRAMS  FOR  RURAL  YOUNG  PEOPLE 


Analysis  of  the  Problem 

"There  is  a  demand  for  the  organization  of  extension 
Oregon  projects  especially  conceived  for  the.  rural  young  man 

and  young  woman  who  have  passed  the  4-H  club  or  Smith- 
Hughes  age,  and  who,  perhaps,  cannot  attend  college. 
Young  people  within  the  age  limits  of  18  to  24,  for  instance,  have  interests 
not  now  being  served  by  extension  projects  as  organized  at  present. "/2 

"Evidently',  this  is  the  period  of  greatest  readjust- 
Mi'ssouri  ment  in  the  lives  of  farm  young  people.   Many  are  es- 

tablishing homes  of  their  own;  others  are  leaving  the 
parental  roof  to  cast  their  lot  elsewhere;  some  are 
attending. college;  but  the  majority  of  them  are  living  at  home  as  members 
of  the. family  partnership.   Surveys  have  shown  that  there  are  about  as  many 
farm  youn^  people  from  16  to  24  years  of  age • as  there  are  farms  in  each 
rural-  county. . 

"In  addition,  the  depression  has  increased  the  number  of  young  people 
on  the-  land."/3  . 


•  ■  .The  foregoing  statements  from  Oregon  and  Missouri  are  similar  to  the 
reported  and  unreported  general  analyses  of  the  rural-youth  problem  that 
have  been  made  in  many  States  in  the  last  few  years..  .The  rural -youth  group 
is  def ineu . in , a. number  of  ways.   The  age  limits  suggested  vary  from  18  to 
22  to  16  to  30,   The  most  frequent  definition  of  the  age  limitation  is  16 
to  25.   Some. States  do  not  recognize  age  limits,  but  define  the  group  as 
young  people,  who,  are  not  m&rried  and  are  not  in  school.   The  directors, 
Stance  leaders,  or  specialists  in'  38  States  and  Hawaii  refer  to  this  group 
in  their  1935  annual  narrative  reports.  ■  . 

Surveys  wt.re  conducted  in  some  States  to  obtain  a  more  detailed 
analysis  of  the  problems  of  this  group.   Connecticut  coonerated  with  the 
Extension  Studies  and  Teaching  Section  in  a  study  of  unmarried  rural  young 
people  16  to  25. /4 


/2  Ballard,  F.  L. ,  vice  director  of  extension,  Oregon.   Annual  report,  1935. 
J~7>     Martin,  T.  T.,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  Missouri.   Annual  report, 

i.    w/    t.    tJ  . 

,/4     Brundage,    A.    J.,    and  Wilson,    M.    C.      Situations,    problems,    and  interests 
of  immarried  rural  young  people   16-25 ■ years   of  age.      Survey  of  five 
Connecticut   townships,    1934.      U.    S.    Sept.    Agr.    Ext.    Serv.    Circ.    239. 
47  pp.      April   1936. 
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e  rural  sociologist  in  Wisconsin  cooperated  with  the  young  people 
of  Douglas  County  in  a  survey  of  their  problems. 

"This  study  of  themselves,  which  they  have  conducted 
Wisconsin  very  largely  by  themselves,  clearly  indicates  three 

things:   First,  young  people  are  looking  to  the  future. 
They  are  mindful  of  the  past  and  of  the  situation  in 
which  they  find  themselves,  but  their  major  concern  is  about  their  future. 
Second,  they  would  like  all  the  assistance  they  can  get  from  their  elders, 
but  they  are  not  going  to  be  permanently  satisfied  to  be  idle  and  to  wait 
for  their  elders  to  do  things  for  them.   They  propose  doing  some  things  for 
-  .  mselves.   Third,  rural  young  people  still  believe  in  the  ways  of  a  democ- 
racy.  What  they  want  is  a  chance  to'  work  in  and  share  in  a  democratic  sys- 
tem of  government. 

"This  survey  included  857  raral  young  people  in  the  county  mostly 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  28  years. 

Le  question  was  asked,  If  you  had  the  opportunity,  what  occupation 
would  you  most  like  to  follow?  Over  one-third  of  the  boys  wanted  forest 
service,  other  popular  choices  being  mechanics,  farming,  and  aviation. 
Over  one-fourth  of  the  girls  wanted  teaching,  but  other  oopular  choices 

nursing,  stenography,  homemaking,  and  clerical  work.   It  was  noticeable 
.  t  many  of  these  occupations  would  take  these  young  people  away  from  the 
farms . 

"3oth  the  boys  and  girls  in  this,  county  want  to  develop  instrumental 
music  as  a  hobby.   The  boys  are  also  interested  in  hunting,  fishing,  base- 
ball,  camping,  and  basketball.   In  addition  to  instrumental  music  the  girls 
are  also  interested  in  cooking,  sewing,  dramatics,  camping,  vocal  music, 
ving,  and  baseball. 

"Over  half  of  these  young  people  reported  that  they  felt  there  were 
no  organizations  for  young  people  in  their  community.   On  the  other  hand, 
almost  half  of  them  felt  that  there  we  re  such  organizations  at  the  present 
time.   They  listed  these  principally  as  4-E  clubs,  athletic  clubs, -and  young 
people's  societies. 

"One  general  summary  question  was  asked  in  this  study,  What  are  the 
principal  present  needs  of  young  -people  in  your  community?  The  answers  are 
revealing.   First,  these  young  people  express  a  need  for  recrea.tion  and  for 
increase:-,  facilities  for  recreation.   Second,  they  express  an  intense  desire 
for  'work  with  pay.   Third,  they  state  a  need  for  organization  for  young 
people  and  for  group  leadership.   Fourth,  they  express  a  desire  for  more 
education,  both  in  school  and  out  of  school,  and  for  increased  educational 
facilities.  "/5 

Mississippi  reports  that  they  expect  to  cooperate  with  W.  P.  A.  in 
a  survey  of  rural  young  people  15  to  29. [§_ 


/5  Wileden,  A.  F. ,  rural  sociologist,  Wisconsin.   'That  Douglas  County 

young  people  want  and  what  they  are  doing  about  it.   Mimeogr.  circ. 
Supplement  to  annual  report,  1935. 

/S  Johnson,  H.  S.,  rural  organization  and  recreation  specialist,  Mississippi 
Annual  report,  1935. 
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What  Can  the  Extension  Service  Do  to  Solve 
the  Youth  problem? 

As  in  many  other  States,  the  director  of  extension  appointed  a  com- 
mittee in  Connecticut  to  determine  the  responsibility  of  extension  to  rural 
youth:  : 

"We  recommend  the  following: 
Connecticut  1.   That  the  rural -youth  program  developed  in 

Connecticut  should  be  a  cooperative  undertaking  of  the 
entire  extension  staff. 

2.  That,  to  make  this  possible,  this  committee 
or  a  similar  committee  continue  to  assist  with  the  development  of  the  youth 
program  in  Connecticut  during  the  next  year. 

3.  That  each  county  in  which  there  is  interest 
and  available  leadership  time  should  develop  some  phase  of  a  rural-youth 
program  in  at  least  one  community  during  1936. 

4.  That  it  is  the  feeling  of  this  committee 
that  each  specialist  in  his  own  field  has  much  to  contribute,  and  we  recom- 
mend that  each  specialist  cull  from  his  background  of  practical  experience 
such  material  as  may  be  helpful  to  youth  in  one  of  the  following  ways:' 

a.  Earn  small  amounts  of  money. 

b.  Obtain  part-time  or  full-time  employment. 

c.  Obtain  useful  increased  knowledge  or 
skills. 

d.  Develop  wholesome  attitudes  toward  life 
and  society. 

5.  That  other  college  departments  be  invited 
to  assist  in  meeting  the  needs  of  rural  youth. 

6.  That  when  programs  are  developed  for  rural 
youth,  youth  itself  be  well  represented. 

7.  That  as  far  as  practicable,  programs  be 
developed  from  a.  fa.ctual  basis. 

8.  Types  of  undertakings : 

a.  Single-interest  projects. 

This  type  of  activity  may  be  of  inter- 
est to  only  a  few  young  people  in  a  single 
community.   We  suggest,  however,  that  pro- 
jects be  developed  of  the  type  that  has 
rather  general  application. 

b.  Town,  intertown,  county,  or  State-wide 
programs,  such  as: 

(1)  Young  farmers'  or  homemakers '  clubs. 

(2)  One-act  play  groups. 

(3)  Choral  groups,  etc. 

c.  Community  programs  for  all  interested 
rura.l  youth. 

Where  this  type  of  development  is  xinder- 
taken  it  should  be  a  cooperative  effort 
representing  such  community  organizations 
as  are  interested  in  rural  youth,  in  an 
effort  to  meet  youth' s  needs  rather  than 
to  strengthen  any  particular  existing 
organization. 
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9.   That  the  cooperation  of  the  State  Department 
of  Education  be  solicited,  particularly  through: 

a.  Part-time  classes  in  vocational  agricul- 
ture where  there  is  need  for  them  and 
instructors  are  available. 

b.  Similar  classes  in  vocational  homemaking, 
developed  where  there  are  interest  and 
need,  and  assistance  is  available. 

c.  Special  evening  courses  in  trade  schools."/? 

A  similar  committee  in  Michigan  included  the  following  statements 
in  its  recommendations: 

"That  this  group  be  made  up  of  the  young  people  between 
Michigan  the  ages  of  17  and  26,  unmarried,  and  either  former  4-H 

members  or  nonmembers.   In  other  words,  those  between 
the  4-H  and  adult  extension  groups. 

"That  the  county  extension  agents  consider  this  a  period  of  experi- 
itation  in  the  field;  the  program  or  programs  which  are  devised  should  be 
tional  with  the  group. 

"That  there  is  no  necessity  for  uniform  programs  throughout  the  State, 
but  the  extension  agent  should  encourage  programs  that  meet  his  conditions 
.  fit  the  needs  and  wishes  of  the  young  peonle  concerned. 

"That  after  the  groups  have  functioned  for  a  definite  period  the 
sociologist  be  called  in  for  a  research  program  in  this  field  with  a  few 
selected  areas  to  determine  the  status  and  interest  of  this  age  group. "/8 

Personnel  to  Si r ect  the  Youth  Program 

Ohio  and  Few  York  are  two  of  several  States  where  the  extension  pro- 
gram for  rural  youth  is  conducted  by  a  committee. 

"No  one  person  on  the  extension  staff  is  giving  full 
Ohio  time  to  the  development  of  this  work.   A  committee  of 

five,  one  representing  the  club  department,  attempts 
to  correlate  the  work  in  the  State.   Thus  each  exten- 
sion department  may,  and  several  do,  make  its  own  contribution  to  the 
program."  J2_ 

"7or  a  number  of  years  we  have  maintained  a  State  corn- 
New  York  mittee  on  rural  youth.   This  committee  has  been  active 

at  various  times  during  its  existence,  and  several 
experiments  in  the  organization  of  these  older  young 
people  on  the  farms  have  been  tried  in  the  hope  that  some  uniform  plan 
might  ce  developed  which  would  interest  more  counties.   The  committee  now 
is  actively  engaged  in  setting  up,  in  cooperation  with  the  vocational 
teachers  of  agriculture  and  homemaking,  definite  programs  for  this  age 


n     Brundage,  A.  J.,  and  assistants,  State  club  leaders,  Connecticut. 

Annual  report,  1235. 
/8  Kettunen,  A.  C-.  ,  State  club  leader,  Michigan.   Annual  report,  1935. 
/9  Palmer,  '.7.  H. ,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  Ohio.-  Annual  report,  1935. 
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group  in  about  five  demonstration  counties  well  distributed  over  the  State. 
Martha  H.  Eddy,  assistant  home  demonstration  leader,  is  chairman  of  the 
State  committee. " /lO 


"The  Cornell  University  4-H  Club  has  been  asked  to  appoint  a  rural- 
youth  committee  to  advise  with  the  college  Rural  Youth  Committee.   The  4-K 
club  committee  will  be  composed  of  four  young  women  and  four  young  men  who 
are  regular  students  in  the  college  of  agriculture  and  home  economics,  and 
two  young  men  who  are  taking  the  winter  short  course  in  agriculture.   The 
college  committee  is  composed  of  the  State  leaders  in  agricultural,  home 
demonstration,  and  4-K  club  work,  members  of  the  administrative  staff  of  ■: 
the  extension  divisions  of  the  college  of  agriculture  and  home  economics, 
and  one  representative  from  each  of  the  following  departments:   Farm  manage- 
ment, household  management,  family  life,  rural  social  organization,  and 
rural  education.   The  policy  of  the  committee  is  to  have  the  young  people 
plan  their  own  program  on  the  basis  of  their  own  interpretations  of  their 
interests  and  needs. "/ll 

Other  States  have  designated  one  person  who  gives  full  time  to  work 
with  the  youth  group.   C.  W.  Jones,  assistant  State  4-K  club  agent  in  Ken- 
tucky, has  devoted  a  major  portion  of  his  time  to  the  Utopia  Clubs  for  a 
number  of  years. 

"On  October  1,  1935,  F.  L.  McReynolds  was  added  to  the 
Indiana  Purdue  University  4-H  club  staff  for  the  purpose  of 

helping  to  plan  and  develop  a  recreational  and  leisure- 
time  program  for  the  youth  and  young  adults  of  Indiana's 
rural  communities.   Believing- that  existing  organizations  should  either  ex- 
pand their  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  rural  youth  or  assist  the  4-H  club 
division  in  meeting  these  needs,  Mr.  McKeynolds  has  conferred  with  officials 
of  various  State  organizations  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  has  net  with  en- 
couraging reactions. " /l3 

"The  passage  of  the  Bankhead-Jones  Act  by  Congress  made 
New  Hampshire        possible  the  employment  of  a  leader  for  the  4-K  youth 

club  work  (Samuel  W.  Hoitt).   The  new  4-H  youth  exten- 
sion club  program  is  not  confined  to  former  4-H  club 
members.   We  encourage  all  .young  men  and  young  women  16  years  of  age  or  over, 
who  are  interested  in  the  youth  program  and  who  would  profit  by  participat- 
ing in  the  activities  and  meetings,  to  apply  for  membership. "/13 


/lO  Simons,  L.  R, ,  director  of  extension,  Hew  York.   Annual  report,  1935. 

/ll   Smith,  Ruby  G. ,  State  home  demonstration  leader, -Hew  York.   Annual 

report,  1935. 

/I2   Smith,  Zora  M. ,  State  club  leader,  Indiana.   Annual  report,  1935. 

]I3     Kendall,  J.  C,  director  of  extension,  Hew  Hampshire.-  Annual  report, 

1935. 
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"An  assistant,  George  Strayer,  was  employed  for  2  months 
Ion  to  work  with  the  rural  young  people's  organizations. 

It  is  planned  to  establish  a  new  department  of  the  ex- 
tension service  on  December  1  to  work  with  the  rural 
y  aim  peopl e '  s  gr oups .  "  /l4 

Miss  Cleo  Ritzsimmons  and  G.  S.  Randall,  Illinois  specialists  in 
junior  club  work,  were  assigned  the  task  of-  developing  further  extension 
work  with  rural  young  people  in  1934.   In  1935  they  submitted  a  special 
annual  narrative  report  on  "Work  with  rural  young  people." 

Many  State  leaders  of  4-H  club  work  report  activities  with  this  group. 

"The  Montana  State  4-H  club  office  has  made  a  deter- 
atana  mined  effort  for  several  years  to  aid  in  meeting  the 

(youth)  problem.   This  has  been  done  mainly  through 
projects  designed  to  hold  and  interest  older  rural  boys 
and  girls  in  4-H  club  work.   The  most  definite  result  has  been  the  designing 
of  a  project  for  older  boys  and  girls  known  as  4-H  Builders. "/l5 

"Work  with  older  young  people  of  Vermont  (that  is, 

Vermont  those  between  the  ages  of  16  and  25)  has  been  slowly 

progressing  over  a  period  of  5  years.   At  the  present 
time,  there  are  organizations  for  this  age  group  in 

Addison,  Caledonia,  Orleans,  Washington,  Windham,  and  Windsor  Counties. 

All  these  groups,  except  in  Caledonia,  are  colled  Older  Young  People,  and 

are  open  to  all  in  the  county  who  are  interested. "/l6 

In  some  cases  the  State  extension  specialists  report  activities  with 
the  youth  group.   The  farm-management  and  rural -organization  specialists 
have  worked  with  the  youth  groups  in  a  number  of  States. 

Types  of  Organization 

There  ore  States  in  which  it  is  felt  that  the  extension  program  for 
rural  young  -people  is  in  an  experimental  stj  ge  and  where  different  types  of 
organization  are  encouraged.   Other  States  have  adopted  a  State-wide  plan 
for  working  with  this  group.   However,  there  is  considerable  variation 
among  the  plans  developed  in  the  different  States. 

"For  several  years  Wisconsin  has  encouraged  and  pro- 
Wisconsin  noted  work  with  young  people  beyond  club  age.   As  re- 
ported in  1934,  six  counties  had  definite  schemes  for 
interesting'  this  grouo  of  people,  and  other  counties 
did  not  neglect  them  entirely.   No  two  of  the  six  outstanding  counties  plan 
to  work  exactly  alike. "/l7 


/l4  Bliss,  R.  K. ,  director  of  extension,  Iowa.   Annual  reoort,  1935. 

/15  Cameron,  R.  3.,  State  club  leader,  Montana.   Annual  report,  1935. 

/ 1 G   Ingalis,  S.  L. ,  and  Leighton,  Martha  E. ,  State  club  leaders,  Vermont. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
/17  Bewick,  T.  L. ,  State  club  leader,  Wisconsin.   Annual  report,  1935. 
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•  -  "Perhaps  the  most  important  development  in  club  work 

Arkansas  during  the  past  year  was  the  development  of  a  junior 

adult  4-H  club  program  in  Arkansas  which  is  an  exten- 
sion of  the  regular  4-H  club" 'to  include  young  men  and 
women  up  to  25  years  of  age . " / 1 9 

The  various  groups  differ  in  at  least  three  respects: 

1.  Type  of  program. 

2.  Inclusion  of  one  or  both  sexes. 

3.  Area  covered  by  the  organization. 

Although  it  is  difficult  to  draw  lines  between  the  different  types 
of  program,  the  following  classification  is  helpful'  in  summarizing  the  work 
that  is  being  done: 

1.  Senior  4-H  clubs. — A  modification  of  the  4-H  club  program 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  16  to  21  age  group. 

2.  4-H  honor  groups. — H~:.bership  composed  of  present  and 
former  4-H  club  members  who  have  won  a  specific  honor  or  have  been  elected 
to  the  group  because  of  the  general  excellence  of  theii  work, 

3.  4-H  alumni  or  service  groups. — Social  and  service  organi- 
zations of  former  4-H  club  members.   Although  this  group  includes  the 
college  4-H  clubs,  their  programs  and  activities  are  not  discussed  in  this 
circular. 

4.  Youth  groups,  project  plus. — A  project  is  either  required 
or  urged  upon  the  members.   The  age  limits  usiially  exterd  to  25  or  50.   Edu- 
cational, recreational,  and  service  activities  are  frequently  provided  in 
addition  to  the  project.   Some  use  "4-H"  as  part  of  the  group  name. 

5.  Youth  groups,  educational,  social,  and  service. — Individ- 
ual projects  are  not  required.   A  broad  program  is  encouraged,  but  its  deter- 
mination usually  is  left  to  the  group  itself. 

6.  Youth  groups,  recreational. — A  means  of  getting  the  young 
people  acquainted  with  each  other  and  teaching  them  to  work  and  play  together. 

7.  Youth  schools. — A  concentrated  effort  to  provide  for  the 
educational  needs  of  youth  with  secondary  emphasis  on  social  and  recreational 
values. 

There  are  four  variations  among  the  groups  or  the  matter  of  sex: 

1.  Young  women  only. 

2.  Young  men  only. 

3.  Both  young  women  and  young  men. 

4.  Both  young  women  and  young  men  with  part  of  the  meetings 
held  separately  and  part  together. 

In  the  matter  of  the  area  covered  l>y   the  organization,  there  are 
three  variations: 

1.  County-wide  organization. 

2.  Community  organization. 

3.  Group  of  community  organizations  that  together  form  a 
county-wide  organization-. 


/l8  Brannen,  C.  0. *  acting  director  of  extension,  Arkansas.   Annual 
report,  1335. 

1052-36  -  8  - 


Senior  4-H  Clubs 

:y  of  the  States  have  modified  their  4-H  programs  to  appeal  to  the 
to  31  age  group,  and  have  encouraged  the  formation  of  junior  and  senior 
:  ]  ul  . 

"There  are  two  distinct  phases  of  4-H  work  with  older 
Rhode  Island        members  in  Rhode  Island.   The  first,  and  that  which 

accounts  for  the  greater  proportion  of  older  member 
enrollment,  is  with  those  who  continue  their  membership 
h  the  local  club  group  and,  as  they  grow  older,  take  on  more  and  more 
leadership  tasks  until,  on  approaching  21,  they  are  ready  to  become  leaders 
or  assistant  leaders.   Above  that  age  they  are  not  counted  as  members,  but 
as  leaders.   Through  junior  leadership  conferences,  county  councils,  and 
other  older-member  gatherings,  this  group  is  given  ample  opportunity  for  in- 
spirational and  social  gatherings  apart  from  those  of  the  younger  members, 
but  their  membership  continues  with  the  local  group.   The  second  phase  of 
the  older-member  work  is  with  the  distinct  older-member  groups,  organized 
with  separate  programs  and  not  connected  with  any  younger-member  group. 
Except  in  cases  where  unusual  leadership  has  been  available,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  for  the  4-H  club  agent  to  spend  so  much  time  on  these  older- 
'oer  groups  that  relatively  few  could  be  organized.  "/l9 

"The  Senior  4-H  Club  enrollments  continue  to  show  an 
California  increase  year  by  year  -  1,204  in  1935  as  compared  with 

1,143  in  1934.   A  few  of  the  high  lights  of  the  various 
senior  4-H  programs  are:   To  double  the  minimum  project 
requirements,  participate  in  local  4-H  club  activities,  assist  with  local 
4<-H  club  leadership,  act  as  project  leaders,  aid  in  the  organization  and 
conduct  of  4-H  club  camps;  each  member  to  have  a  written  program  of  work 
for  himself  or  herself  for  the  year;  each  club  to  have  a  representative  on 
the  local  farm,  community,  or  home  department  program  committee,  have  as 
its  president  a  member  of  the  county  club  council,  have  a  senior  in  charge 
of  ^publicity,  and  to  assist  with  the  training  of  demonstration  teams,  and 
v-rticipate  in  senior  4-H  club  day. "/20 

"It  has  long  been  recognized  that  something  should  be 
Tennessee  done  to  hold  boys  in  4-H  clubs  during  the  age  period 

from  17  to  21.   Many  of  the  older  boys  drop  out  of  club 
work  about  this  time.   A  plan  was  devised  to  organize 
boys  of  this  age  group  into  a  county  older  boys'  club.   These  clubs  were  to 
be  patterned  after  certain  civic  clubs,  especially "the  Rotary  Club.   The 
boys  were  to  meet  once  each  month  and  have  dinner  together.   Subjects  of 
national  importance  were  to  be  discussed.   The  club  projects  of  the  boys 
were  to  be  of  a  size  that  would  hold  the  interest  of  boys  of  this  age.   Such 
a  club  was  organized  in  four  counties:   Montgomery,  Maury,  Henry,  and 
Madison.   Of  these  four,  Montgomery  County  seemingly  has  made  a  complete 


/l9  Kinney,  Lorenzo  F. ,  Jr.,  State  club  leader,  Rhode  Island.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
__'-   S]  rrier,  Frank,  and  Waterhouse,  7.'.  G-.  j  State  club  leaders,  California. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
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success;  Maury  County  a  partial  success,  and  Henry  and  Madison  Counties 
never  got  beyond  the  first  meeting.   It  is  believed  that  such  an  organiza- 
tion can  be  made  successful.   A  further  step  would  be  to  graduate  these 
boys  from  the  older  boys'  club  into  another  organization  that  might  be 
known  as  the  Junior  Farm  Bureau. "/21 

"Farm  accounting  projects  for  older  boys  were  introduced 
Wyoming  on  a  small  scale  in  three'  counties  during  the  year. 

Though  the  results  were  not  as  good  as  hoped  for,  yet 
the  project  gives  promise  of  becoming  more  widely  and 
effectively  used  among  older  club  members  in  the  State. "/22 

"There  are  as  many  programs  for  older  girls  as  there 
Massachusetts        are  older  girls'  groups,  as  each  club  makes  up  its  own 

program.   In  some  counties  the  girls  were  interested 
in  learning  how  to  develop  personality.   Others  based 
their  program  on  how  to  acquire  personal  charm. "/23 

The  senior  4-H  program  known  as  The  Montana  4-H  Builders  has  been  in 
effect  for  several  years.'   In  reporting  upon  it  the  State  4-H  club  leader 
makes  the  following  suggestions  for  improvement: 

.  •  '  '  "1.   Require  more  work  and  larger  projects  of  members. 

Montana  2.   Reduce  the  variety  of  projects  acceptable,  and 

group  requirements  around  projects  that  have 
already  been  established,  making  the  requirements 

more  advanced  and  difficult  to  suit  the  abilities  of  older  boys  and  girls. 

3.  Combine  Montana  Builders'  club  with  the  home- 
improvement  project,  and  eliminate  home-improvement  projects  for  club  members 
under  16  years  of  age. 

4.  Encourage  county  agents  to  work  out  well-planned 
programs,  including  the  definite  program  divisions  originally  suggested: 

a.  Personal  improvement. 

b.  C-roup  discussion. 

c.  Social  and  recreational  division. 

d.  Community  service. 

5.  Require  club  members  to  be  at  least  16  years  of 
age  and  to  have  had  at  least  2  years'  previous  experience  in  club  work. 

6.  Encourage  Builders'  clubs  on  a  community  or  county- 
wide  basis  having  project  groups  of  at  least  five  members  making  up  the 
entire  membership.   A  Builders'  group  of  20  to  40,  about  equally  divided 
between  boys  and  girls,  would  provide  the.  necessary  information  to  carry 

out  the  program  suggested  on  recreation,  group  discussion,  and  community 
service. "/24 


/21   Nichols,  H.  S. ,  and  assistants,  State  county  agent  leaders,  Tennessee. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
/22  Marston,  B.  W. ,  State  club  leader,  Wyoming.   Annual  report,  1935. 
/23  Bishop,  Tena,  assistant  State  club  leader,  Massachusetts.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
/24  Cameron,  R.  E. ,  State  club  leader,  Montana.   Annual  report,  1935. 
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4-H  Honor  Groups 

Virginia  is  one  of  the  States  that,  has  a  4-H  honor  organization. 

"The  4-H  All  Star  organization  is  a  State  honor  organi- 
Virgini?  zation  of  older  club  members  who  have  made  outstanding 

achievements  in  leadership  and  project  work.   The  mem- 
bership is  selected  from  active  4-H  club  members,  15 
years  of  age  and  older,  who  have  been  in  club  work  2  years,  and  is  limited 
to  one  boy  and  or.e  "irl  from  each  county  each.  year.   The  recommendations  are 

..itted  to  the  All  Star  organization  in  their  annual  conference,  and  must 
receive  unanimous  approval  before  they  are  accepted.   The  motto  of  the  All 
Stars  is  Service.   The  chapter  was  organized  in  Virginia  in  1922,  with  12 

r   embers  selected  from  the  800  members,  attending  the  annual  State 
ihort  course  that  year;   Each  year  since  it  was  organized,  the  chapter  has 
selected  for  membership  from  20  to  60  members  annually.   The  total  membership 
is  now  542,  comprising  the  most  outstanding  club  members  in  Virginia.   The 
All  Star  Drganiz  tj  n  provides  a  means  of  recognition  for  leading  club  mem- 
bers, and  has  stimulated  4-H  club,  members  generally  to  greater  effort.   It 
d  a  the  4-H  club  ideals,  and  is  rendering  a  real  service  to  club 
work  throughout  the  State.   In  addition  to  the  State  chapter,  the  All  Star 

rs  in  the  various  counties  have  banded  themselves  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  4-H  club  work  in  their  community  and  county.   They  are 

icing  a  leading  part,  in  enrolling  members,  helping  to  prepare  programs,  and 
-croviding  sont  and  recreational  leadership.   The  organization  is  also  active 
i:.  assisting  in  county,  district,  and  State  4-H  club  events,  such  as  rallies, 
achievement  days,  short  courses,  and  fairs.   One  of  the  things  undertaken, 
that  of  organization  of  junior  farm  and  homemaker  groups,  promises  to  be  a 
solution  of  the  problem  of  the  older  boy  and  girl  now  living  on  the  farm. 
ri  e  All  St-.r  members  furnish  leadership  and  a  nucleus  for  the  county  organi- 
zation."/^ 

"For  several  years  a  few  counties  have  had  organized 
/Test  Virginia        groups  of  older  4-H  club  members,  the  membership  usually 

being  limited  to  those  who  have  earned  their  4-H  pin; 
and  several  counties  formed  such  organizations  during  the  past  year. "/26 

4-H  Alumni  or  Servic a  Groups 

"There  is  now  a  membership  of  82  young  men  and  young 
Delaware  women  in  the  Order  of  Link,  which  is  composed  of  out- 

standing former  club  members.   The  county  chapters  of 
this  organization  serve  as  junior  advisory  councils 
for  the  4-H  club  agents. "/27 


/25  Elcan,  Gordon  A.,  and  Hughes,  Hallie  I.,  State  club  leaders,  Virginia. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
/2c   Hartley,  Z. ■  H. ,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  West  Virginia.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
/27  Cobb,  Alex  D. ,  assistant  director  of  extension,  Delaware.   Annual 

report,  1935.      .  . 
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"Taking  the  idea  of  service  clubs  in  its  broadest  sense, 
Massachusetts        everything  indicates  that,  for  a  time  at  least,  they 

have  come  to  stay  in  Massachusetts,  but  vary  consider- 
ably in  the  different  counties.   In  some  counties,  for 
instance,  anyone  over  16  /ears  of  age  may  gain  membership  in  the  club  and 
remain  in  as  long  as  interest  continues,  which  in  some  cases  includes  those 
who  are  30  or  more  years  of  age.   In  some  counties  there  are  clubs  made  up 
of  young  people  between  16  and  21,  with  a  separate  club,  usually  called  an 
Alumni  Club,  of  those  over  21.   An  annual  banquet  is  becoming  more  and  more 
a  feature  of  service  clubs.   Earning  money  for  such  purposes  as  buying  pins; 
sending  worthy  members  to  county  camps;  paying  expenses  of  the  delegates  to 
the  national  camp;  preparing  Thanksgiving  baskets;  collecting,  repairing, 
and  distributing  Christmas  toys;  serving  as  counselors  in  camps,  are  but  a 
few  of  the  many  things  which  these  clubs  are  taking  up  as  a  part  of  their 
program.   One  county  aroused  interest  in  the  developing  of  a  program  based 
on  discussion  groups. "/28 

"A  number  of  counties  report  4-H  service  clubs,  consist- 
North  Carolina       ing  of  older  4-H  club  members  and  boys  and  girls  beyond 

the  4-H  club  age.   As  a  general  rule,  these  are  county- 
wide  organizations  and,  though  they  might  not  be  classed 
strictly  as  4-H  clubs,  they  are  in  reality  a  part  of  the  organization,  in 
that  they  help  to  carry  out  the  program  in  the  county. " /29 

Youth  C-roups,  Project  Plus 

Some  of  the  Youth  Groups,  Project  Plus  are  for  young 
Illinois  men  only,  i.e.,  the  Pennsylvania  Young  Farmers'  busi- 

ness and  accounting  groups/-^  and  the  discussion  and 
project  study  group  for  young  men  only,  reported  by 
Illinois.   The  "McDonough  County  Farmers'  Club  was  organized  in  January  1931. 
Its  membership  is  made  up  of  young  men  20  to  30  years  of  age  from  all  parts 
of  the  county.   The  group  holds  regular  monthly  meetings.   During  the  first 
year  its  membership  increased  from  8  to  25  and  has  remained  with  25  as  the 
average  membership  from  that  time.   Following  is  a  sample  of  the  program  of 
the  club : 

June  -  Tour  to  Carthage  soil -experiment  field. 

July  -  Grain  marketing. 

August  -  Debate  on  direct  marketing  by  members  of  the  group. 

September  -  Market -"bar  row  show,  for  members  of  the  group. 

October  -  Halloween  party;  friends  and  wives  of  the  young  men  were 

invited. 
November  -  Produce  marketing,  by  a  member  of  the  group.   Livestock 

marketing,  by  a  member  of  the  group. "/31 


/28  Farley,  George  L.,  State  club  leader,  Massachusetts.   Annual  report,  1935. 

/29  Harrill,  L.  R. ,  State  club  leader,  North  Carolina.   Annual  report,  1935. 

/30  Armes,  M.  J.,  andMoffitt,  E.  L. ,  farm-management  specialists,  Penn- 
sylvania.  Annual  report,  1935. 

/31  Fitzsimmons,  Cleo,  and  Randall,  G.  S. ,  State  club  leaders,  Illinois. 
Annual  report  (rural  young  people) ,  1935. 
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Another  of  the  eight  different  typos  of  youth  groups  in  Illinois  is 
the  discussion  and  project  study  group  for  young  women  only.   The  "Marshall- 
Putnam  County  Junior  Home  Bureau  was  organized  to  meet  the  educational  and 
Lai  needs  of  young  women  out  of  school,  without  employment  .and  unmarried, 
■  to  interest  them  as  possible  members  of  Home  Bureau.   Two  groups  of  IV 
t  rs  e     Lave  been  organized.   The  groups  meet  monthly  and,  up  until 
December  1335,  had  studied  the  following  topics: 
June  -  Hose  and  shoes. 
July  -  Color  and  design. 
September  -  Informal  clothes. 
October  -  Clothes  for  business. 
"    r  -  Formal  clothes. "/32 

r  usual  type  is  a  mixed  group-  of  young  men  and  young  women. 

"The  4-H  youth  extension  club  program  is  .not  confined 
::.pshire        to  former  4-H  club  members.   All  young  men  and  women 
16  years  of  age  or  over,  who  are  interested  in  the 
youth  program  and  who  would  profit  by  participating  in 
the  activities  and  meetings,  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  membership.   4-H 
youth  extension  clubs  are  organized  in  districts  of  counties  drawing  members 
from  several  towns.   The  membership  varies  from  15  to  60  members,  with  an 

5  to  3C  for  each  club.   The  club  meetings,  which  are  usually 
held  monthly,  consist  of  three  parts:   The  business  meeting,  the  educational 
rogram,  and  the  social  or  recreational  program.   Realizing  that  the  members 
LI  gain  more  by  having  a  discussion  of  a  topic  rather  than  a  speaker  alone, 
time  is  allotted  for  this  purpose.   In  fact-,  .some  educational  programs  are 
planned  without  outside  speakers.   Some  of  these,  take  the  form  of  debate  and 
others  consist  of  short  talks  by  members. 

"Each  youth  club  is  expected  to  select  and  conduct  some  group  project 
or  C3:.::.unity-service  project.   This  activity  tends  to  unite  the  members  of 
roup.   It  strengthens  the  organization  and  increases  its  contribution  to 
community  and  the  county.   In  addition  to  attending  the  monthly  club 
meeting  and  participating  in  a  club  project,  each  member  is  asked  to  conduct 
a  personal  project.   Rather  than  confine  their  selection  to  the  standard  4-H 
club  projects  which  have  definite  requirements,  the  youth  members  are  given 
a  wide  range  of  choice,  and  are  encouraged  to  select  a  project  that  will  meet 
some  farm  or  home  need,  personal  need,  or  personal  desire. "/33 

"The  fundamental  purpose  of  the  junior  adult  4-H  club 
^.rkansas  organization  and  urogram  is.  to  give  young  adult  people 

in  the  rural  sections  of  Arkansas,  through  study  and 
practice,  a  broad  concept  of  farm  and  home  operations 
as  a  '-vhole,  with  the  ultimate  goal  that  members  will  in  time  estabUsn  them- 
selves as  farm  owners  and  operators.   The  topics  of  the  study  program  include 
the  following  discussions: 

1.  Types  of  farm  areas. 

2.  The  individual  farm  set-uri. 


/32  Fitz simmons,  Cleo,  and  Randall,  G-.  S.,  State  club  leaders,  Illinois. 

Annual  report  (rural  young  people),  1035. 
/33  VTadleigh,  C.  3.,  State  club  leader,  Hew  Hampshire.   Annual  report,  1935. 
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3.  Soils  and  soil  management. 

4.  Farmstead  planning. 

5.  Combination  of  farm  enterprises. 

6.  Farm  accounts. 

7.  Enterprise  requirements. 

8.  Home  accounts. 

S.  Budgeting  expenditures. 

10.  Home  management. 

11.  Farm  credit. 

12.  Selecting  and  buying  a  farm. 

13.  Market  outlets  and  methods  of  marketing. 

14.  Cooperative  buying. 

15.  Family  relationships. 

16.  Community-wide  activities. 

17.  Farm  and  community  industries. 

18.  National  and  State  policies. 

"These  topics  are  intended  for  study  by  both  young  women  and  young 

men,  since  it  is  important  that  both  have  a  full  understanding'  of  farmstead 
operation  as  a  whole  and  the  relationships  between  the  home  and  farm  phases. "/34 

"Utopia  Club  work  did  not  increase  its  membership  in 
Kentucky  ■  1935.   The  enrollment  for  the  year  1935  was  341  young 

women  and  364  young  men,  a  total  of  705 .Utopians.   All 
these  members  have  carried  definite  projects,  as  projects 
are  a  requirement  for  membership.   Projects  that  are  most  popular  at  the 
present  time  are:   Farm  accounts,  tobacco,  landscaping,  small  fruits  (straw- 
berries, raspberries,  grapes),  dairy,  sheep,  and  poultry  for  the  boys,  and 
landscaping  and  room  improvement  for  the  girls.   Discussions  are  growing  in 
favor,  and  attempts  are  being  made  to  increase  their  use  in  all  the  clubs. 
These  programs  are  varied  with  tours,  picnics,  steak  fries,  parties,  and 
pleasure  trips. "/35 

"Junior  farm  and  home  demonstration  clubs  have  been 
Hawaii  organized  in  all  counties  except  one.   The  main  goal 

of  these  clubs  is  to: 

1.  Assist  young  men  and  women  in  agricultural 
and  homemaking  projects. 

2.  Develop  community  leadership. 

3.  Increase  financial  incomes. 

4.  Provide  educational  and  recreational  programs 
for  young  people  in  outlying  communities. 

"The  club  as  a  whole  carries  one  major  project  of  interest  to  all 
members.   Individual  help  is  offered  concerning  home  projects.   This  type 
of  work  has  been  organized  for  almost  3  years,  and  each  year  the  enrollment 
and  number  of  clubs  continue  to  show  a  decrease.   There  are  several  reasons 
for  this  decrease.   The  young  people  do  not  remain  permanently  in  a  community, 
as  they  are  looking  for  work  and  better  social  and  educational  opportunities. 


7 34  Brannen,  C.  0.,  acting  director  of  extension  service,  Arkansas.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
/_35  Whitehouse,  J.  W. ',  and  assistants,  State  club  leaders,  Kentucky. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
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Home  demonstration  agents  do  not  have  the  proper  amount  of  time  to  devote 
to  this  project. "/g6 

Connecticut         Because  the  membership  is  not  limited  to  those  under 

21,  the  Connecticut  senior  4-H  clubs  are  included  in 
this  summary  as  Youth  Groups,  Project  Plus. 

Survey  of  six  Connecticut  senior  4-H  clubs  that  made 
complete  reports  in  December  1934/3? 


Age  gr 

Enrollment 

Percentage  enrolling  for 
projects 

Men 

24 

45 
52 
26 

Women 

29 
60 
39 
18 

Total 

.53 

105 

91 

44 

16  -  17  

18  - 

21  -  24  

25  •  nd  older  . . . 

Men 

83.3 
46.7 
15.4 

Women 

82.4 

33.3 

2.6 

Total 

83.0 

39.0 

9.9 

Total  

147 

146 

293 

33.  3_ 

30.8 

32.1 

The  Utah  4-H  Farm  Science  Clubs  and  Home  Science  Clubs 
Utah  have  separate  organizations,  programs,  and  project 

requirements.   They  report,  however,  that  "The  Farm 
Science  Clubs  work  most  successfully  when  there  are 
three  or  four  joint  meetings  a  year  with  Home  Science  groups.   In  these 
joint  sessions  are  discussed  topics  of  interest  to  both  young  men  and  young 

ten,  such  as  music  appreciation,  health,  etiquette,  book  reviews,  dramatics, 
and  recreation. "/38 

Youth  Groups  -  E durational,  Social,  Service 

Illinois  reports  three  variations  of  the  youth-group,  program. 

"Discussion  group  of  young  women  only.   Example. — Edgar 
Illinois  County  Young  Women'* s  Porum.   The  group  was  organized  in 

June  1935.  Attendance  at  the  regular  monthly  meetings 
has  been  35  to  40.  The  entire  county  is  represented 
by  the  membership.  A  project  entitled  The  Harmonious  House  was  developed 
after  the  young  women  expressed  an  interest  in  interior  decoration  at  one 
of  their  first  meetings.  The  project  as  written  takes  the  form  of  a  list 
of  sources  of  information  on  specific  problems  in  interior  decoration. 
Several  meetings  may  be  devoted  to  the  study  of  one  problem. 


/56   Zimmerman,  J.  Hazel,  State  home  demonstration  leader,  Hawaii.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
/37  Brundage,  A.  J.,  and  assistants,  State  club  leaders,  Connecticut. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
/38  Murray,  D.  P.,  and  Davidson,  Myrtle,  State  club  leaders,  Utah.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
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"Discussion  group  of  young  men  only.   Example. — Edgar  County  Young 
Men's  Eorum.   The  group  was  organized  in  September  1932.   Its  membership 
is  made  up  of  young  men  20  to  35  years  of  age,  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 
The  group  meets  monthly  with  an  average  attendance  of  55.   Typical  of  the 
programs  carried  on  by  the  group  are  those  for  January  and  February: 

January  -  The  most  common  form  of  farm  lease  in  my  community, 

by  six  members  of  the  group. 
February  -  Valentine  party:  friends  and  wives  of  the  young 
men  were  invited. 
"Discussion  group  of  young  men  and  young  women.   Example. — Macoupin 
County  Rural  Young  Adult  Group.   The  group  was  organized  in  April  1935. 
Fifty-two  members  constituted  the  original  group.   At  the  end  of  the  first 
6  months  there  were  125  enrolled.   In  October  the  program  committee  of  15 
members,  the  farm  adviser,  and  home  adviser,  with  a  State  extension  specialist, 
developed  a  program  for  6  months.   The  program  for  1-Tovember  follows: 

1.  Group  singing.   Nixon  Brothers,  leaders. 

2.  Business. 

3.  Special  musical  numbers. 

a.  Armour  quartet. 

b.  Elda  Dubbeldee. 

4.  Discussion  -  Do  young  people  on  farms  earn  their  keep 
at  home?  Albert  Pocklington,  leader. 

5.  Recreation  -  Scavenger  hunt. "/39 

In  other  States  the  group  including  both  young  men  and  young  women 
is  most  popular. 

"In  31  Ohio  counties  there  are  organized  groups  of  • 
Ohio  young  men  and  young  women,  including  1,275  young  men 

and  1,335  young  women  -  a  total  of  2,610.   With  one  or 
two  exceptions,  these  groups  are  of  a  county-wide 
nature.   Ordinarily  they  meet  monthly.   Their  program  of  activities  may  be 
classified  under  three  main  heads:   Sociability,  study,  and  service.   Their 
social  activities  consist  of  active  and  musical  games,  music,  parties, 
picnics,  etc.   They  study  a  wide  variety  of  subjects:   Dramatics,  etiquette, 
local  government,  game  leadership,  agricultural  engineering,  personality, 
public  problems,  and  psychology.   Their  service  activities  consist  of  leader- 
ship and  sponsorship  of  4-H  groups,  4— H  camps,  4-H  exhibits,  and  programs 
for  rural  organizations.   The  wide  range  of  activities  indicates  the  philos- 
ophy of  the  agricultural  extension  service.   From  its  point  of  view  the  pro- 
gram of  these  groups  should  be  self-determined,  and  based  upon  their  inter- 
ests and  needs. "/40 

"As  a  general  rule  these  organizations  (young  people's 
South  Dakota        groups)  held  meetings  once  a  month.   They  were  well 

attended,  and  the  young  people  showed  an  intense  inter- 
est in  the  subjects  under  discussion,  some  of  which 
were  as  follows:   Reading  by  rural  people;  Discussion  leading;  Opportunities 


/39   Fitzsimrnons,  Cleo,  and  Randall,  G.  S.  ,  State  club  leaders,  Illinois. 

Annual  report  (rural  young  people),  1935. 
/4Q  Palmer,  W.  H. ,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  Ohio.   Annual  report,  1935. 
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g;  The  Great  Plains  shelterbelt;  and  Foreign  countries.   In  addi- 
tion to  their  study  and  discussion,  each  group  also  carried  a  recreational 
.  consisting  of  dramatics  and  folk  dances. "/41 

"There  are  in  Tazewell  County  a  large  number  of  young 
ia  men  and  women  who  could  not  attend  high  school,  hut 

are  living  at  home  and  helping  with  the  farm  and  home 
work.   Last  fall,  three  groups  of  these  young  people 
were  organized,  with  a  total  of  85  members.   The  objectives  of  these  clubs 
-:•  service,  recreation,  and  education.   There  could  not  be  planned  any 
inite  program  for  the  first  year.   The  time  was  used  by  the  group  to  get 
tainted  and  find  their  interests,  in  the  hope  that  something  could  be 
found  that  would  appeal  to  them. "/42 

"Fifty-three  organizations  have  been  formed  with  young 
Kansas  ::en  and  young  women  between  the  ages  of  18  and  28  years 

in  20  counties  with  a  total  enrollment  of  686.   Last 
'.[arch  (1935)  the  organization  previously  referred  to 
as  the  'Organization  of  Rural  Young  Men  and  Young  Women'  became  the  'Kansas 
Rural  Life  Association.1   The  first  annual- rural -life  conference  was  held 
•  :  Kansas  State  College,  March.  20,  30,  and  31,  1335.   The  report  call  was 
answered  by  26  counties.   These  counties  all  have  made  a  definite  step 
toward  the  organization  and  program  affiliation  with  the  Kansas  Rural  Life 
Association.   The  reports  indicate  a  definite  trend  toward  several,  community, 
educational,  and  social  activities.   The  community  activities  include  con- 
servation -  primarily  landscaping;  dramatics;  and  leadership  for  4-H  clubs. 
Educational  programs  consist  of  group  discussions  on  credit,  marketing,  con- 
servation, and  agricultural  adjustments.   Social  functions  are  dances,  tours, 
and  picnics. "/43 

"Ten  counties  report  on  older-youth  groups,  mostly  called 
Maryland  county  councils.   These  Maryland  groups  have  been. active, 

nearly  all  hove  rather  definite  programs.   In  most 
counties,  the  programs  are  made,  or  largely  determined, 
by  adults,  a  procedure  which  never  has  been  successful.   Such  things  as  ex- 
hibits, parties,  tours,  picnics,  conferences,  and  campfires  usually  are  well 
carried  out.   Early  in  the  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  interest  the  groups 
ir.  better  practices  in  group  discussion.   For  several  years,  Director  T.  B. 
Symons  has  urged  the  young  adults  to  undertake  some  worth-while  project 
which  might  be  beneficial  to  the  State,  but  so  far  the  challenge  has  not 
been  accepted.   ITo  group  has  undertaken  a  large  enterprise  in  1935.   A 
definite  study  by  trained  and  unbiased  investigators  alone  will  determine 
the  situation  and  lead  to  more  definite  procedure  with  the  young  adult  group 
work. " 


/41   Jones,  H.  M.  ,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  South  Dakota.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
/42  Zlcan,  Gordon  A.,  and  Hughes,  Hallie  L. ,  State  club  leaders,  Virginia. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
/43  Coe,  M.  :I.  ,  State  club  leader,  Kansas.   Annual  report,  1935. 
/44  Jenkins,  Z.  G.  ,  State  boys'  club  leader,  Maryland.   Annual  report,  1935. 
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Although  the  work  is  still  young,  a  study  was  made  of 
Iowa  the  Iowa  rural  young  people's  organizations  to  determine 

what  type  of  program  they  preferred.   "Rural  young 
people  are  interested  in  developing  three  types  of 
group  activity  -  educational,  social,  and  service.   Opinions  expressed  "by 
97  young  women  and  110  young  men,  who  in  November  1935  answered  the  inquiry, 
mailed  hy  the  sociology  section  of  the  Iowa.  State  College  to  all  members  of 
county  rural  young  people's  groups  in  Iowa,  indicate  that  their  programs 
may  logically  grow  in  terms  of  these  three  major  types  of  endeavor.   Twenty- 
seven  county  rural  young  people's  groups  are  represented  in  207  reports  which 
are  included  in  the  study. 

"The  first  question  relative  to  program  in  the  inquiry  was,  What 
proportion  of  the  program  of  rural  young  people's  groups  should  'be  A.  Edu- 
cational?   B.  Social? C.  Service  activities? .   The 

estimates  of  105  young  men  and  93  young  women  suggest  a  4^-34-26  ratio  for 
these  major  phases. 

"In  1933  one  county  young  people's  grout)  organized  a  trip  to  the 
Chicago  World's  Fair.   This  and  other  excursions  have  been  educational  and 
social.   A  good  share  of  the  members  who  sent  in  statements  of  their  wishes 
would  like  to  have  more  events  of  this  type. 

"In  answering  the  question,  How  often  should  the  grout)  meet?,  184 
voted  'monthly. '   Twenty  voted  to  have  meetings  oftener  or  semimonthly. 

"Each  member  was  asked  to  indicate  the  proportion  of  the  meetings 
which  should  be  mixed  and  the  proportion  in  which  young  men  and  young  women 
should  meet  separately.   Apparently  about  half  the  meetings  should  be  of  the 
joint  type. "/45 

Youth  Groups,  Recreational 

The  recreational  youth  groups  reported  in  1935  included  both  sexes. 
This  type  of  group  frequently  undertakes  an  educational  and  sometimes  a 
service  program  as  it  becomes  well  established.   An  interesting  transition 
is  reported  in  Lafayette  County,  Mo.: 

"One  group  of  10  young  women  started  an  organization, 
Missouri  and  met  regularly  for  social  purposes,  but  since  have 

enlarged  it  to  include  the  young  men  of  the  community. 
More  serious  problems  of  farm  and  home  will  be  taken  up  at  a  later  date. "/46 

"Quite  a  large  number  of  young  people  have  been  reached 
Louisiana  by  the  recreational  councils  in  Louisiana.   Perhaps 

half  of  the  membership  of  these  councils  are  young 
people  between  the  ages  of  16  and  25.  Many  of  them  are  former  4-H  club 
members. "/47 


/45  Stacy,  W.  H. ,  extension  sociologist.   Elements  of  rural  young  people ' s 

programs.   Iowa  mimeograph  circular.   Supplement  to  annual  report, 

1935. 
/46  Martin,  T.  T.,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  Missouri.   Annual 

report,  1935. 
/47  Abbott,  W.  C,  and  La  Croix,  M.  M. ,  State  club  leaders,  Louisiana. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
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"Another  forni  of  work  with  rural  youth  during  the  past 
N  "  York  .  year  has  been  the  Schuyler  County  Recreation  Council. 

This"  was  organized  early  in  the  spring  of  1335,  and 
its  activities' have" continued  throughout  the  year, 
group  was  organized  ~cy   the  Schuyler  County  4-H  clubs,  but  takes  in  many 
young  peopl   from  other  organizations.   There  are  about  60  members  of  the 
council  b-      the  ages  of  18  and  35,  coming  from  churches,  Sunday  schools, 
Granges,  Boy  Scouts,  Epworth  Leagues,  and  several  who  had  not  belonged  to 
oj       :i  n.   Ike  object  of  the  council  is  to  "oromote  recreational 
rship  •     rural  •  "ule. "/48 

Youth  Schools 

The  Wisconsin  survey  showed  "that  many  of  the  young 
Wisconsin  men  in".  Douglas  County  were  particularly  interested  in 

forestry.   Furthermore,  these  young  men  were  in  need 
of  special  attention  fro:::  the  point  of  view  of  employ- 
ment and  opportunities  for  further'  education.   In  addition  to  this,  Douglas 
County,  under  its  zoning  ordinance",  had  already  set  aside  large  tracts  of 
land  for  reforestation.   It  was  because  of  this  background  and  the  keen 
suggestion  of  one  of  the  young  men  while  with  other  young  people  gathered 

Douglas  County  rural  leadership  training  school  in  October  1934,  that 
the  idea  of  a  county  forestry  school  and  camb  evolved.   The  county  agent 
took  up  the  suggesti  m,    and,  with  the  help  of  the  County  Youth  Committee, 
went  to  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  with  a  plan.   Funds  were  released 
through  the  county  board,  under  authority  of  the  Forest-Crop  Law,  for  the 
physical  set-up  of  the  camp  and  for  paying  for  work  in  the  forest,  and  the 
services  of  instructors  were  made  available  through  the  State  Department  of 
Vocational  Education  and  the  Forest  Service.   One  of  the  young  men  in  the 
camp  taught  the  classes  in  English. 

"_-.s  a  result  60  boys  were  given  opportunity  to  attend  this  forestry 
school  held  at  Chaffey  and  the  forestry  camp  held  at  Wascott,  each  putting 

days  in  school  end  then  30  days  in  the  forest.   Subjects  taught  in  the 
school  included  history,  English,  soils,  forestry,  and  mechanics.   The  work 
in  the  forest  comprised  clearing  up  fire  hazards,  cutting  fire  lanes,  se- 
lective cutting  of  wood  for  telephone  poles  and  fence  posts,  and  work  in 
surveying  and  in  locating  section  lines.   The  school  and  camp  were  each 
held  separately,  the  boys  living  together  at  a  camp  in  the  woods  with  their 
adult  instructor  or  forester. "/45 

"Madison  County  4-H  clubs  cooperated  in  planning  and 
New  York  executing  a  short  course  for  older  out-of-school  boys. 

The  other  cooperators  were  the  teachers  of  vocational 
agriculture,  the  Farm  Bureau,  and  the  New  York  State 
School  of  Agriculture  at  Morrisville.   The  course  was  held  from  January  3, 
to  April  11,  inclusive.   There  were  14  meetings  held, . at  weekly  intervals, 


/48  Wright,  W.  J.,  and.Hoefer,  Albert,  State  club  leaders, .  New  York. 

Annual  report,  1335. 
/49  Wileden,  A.  F. ,  rural  sociologist,  Wisconsin.   What.  Douglas  County 

young  people  want  and  what  they  are  doing  about  it..  Mimeogr.  circ, 

Supplement  to  annual  report,  1935. 
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from  8  to  10:30  p.  m.   The  last  meeting  was  a  banouet  with  outside  speakers. 
There  were  four  subjects  taught:   Poultry  feeding,  dairy  "breeding,  farm  shop, 
and  recreation.   The  teachers  of  these  subjects  were  the  regular  instructors 
from  the  different  departments  of  the  Agricultural  School  at  Morrisville, 
Classes  were  held  in  the  regular  classrooms  of  the  agricultural  school.  ",/50 

County-Wide  v.  Community  Groups 

Some  States  report  only  county-wide  groups,  some  report  only  community 
groups,  and  still  others  have  both  types.   The  reports  from  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Iowa  make  special  reference  to  this  problem: 

"It  seems  that  a  well-rounded  program  for  young  adults 
Illinois  in  a  county  should  include: 

1.  County-wide  meetings  held  several  times  each 
year  as  desired  by  the  young  people  themselves  to  meet 

their  need  for  recreational  activities  and  social  and  educational  programs 
which  can  be  carried  on  by  a  large  group. 

2.  Some  county-wide  activity  such  as  a  better- 
homes  project,  music  and  drama  tournament,  or  community  health-improvement 
project  to  strengthen  the  feeling  of  county-wide  interest  in  the  group. 

3.  Smaller  groups  for  consideration  of  special 
subject-matter  interests. "/51 

"The  community  as  a  natural  grouping  basis  generally 
Missouri  was  preferred  for  regular  meetings,  as  was  shown  by  a 

larger  attendance,  over  the  more  or  less  artificial 
county  unit.   However,  it  seems  desirable  to  keep  the 
community  groups  affiliated  with  a  county-wide  organization  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  tours,  athletic  tournaments,  and  training  meetings  for  officers, 
sponsors,  or  advisers  and  group  discussion  leaders. " /52 

Iowa  "Should  all  meetings  be  county  wide?   In  the  present 

stage  of  development  most  of  the  members  of  the  (young 
people's)  groups  would  like  to  continue  county-wide  meetings. 

"How  many  members  should  each  group  have  to  insure  the  most  interesting 
meeting?  Although  the  members  favored  county-wide  meetings  most  of  them 
would  like  to  have  the  size  of  the  group  remain  between  20  and  50.   This 
suggests  that  as  the  movement  grows  community  groups  may  be  formed. "  ,/53 


[50     Wright,  W.  J.,  and  Hoefer,  Albert,  State  club  leaders,  New  York. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
/51  Fitzsimmons,  Cleo,  and  Randall,  G.  S.,  State  club  leaders,  Illinois. 

Annual  report  (rural  young  people),  19?5. 
/52  Martin,  T,  T. ,  and  others,  State  club  leaders,  Missouri.   Annual 

report,  1935.  •  ' 

'/53  Stacy,  W.  H. ,  extension  sociologist.   Elements  of  rural  young  people's 

programs.   Iowa  mimeograph  circular.   Supplement  to  annual  report, 

1935. 
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Extension  Assi stance  to  Existing 
Youth  Qrgani zat ions 

A  "rural  young  people's  program,  has  been  carried  on 
Ariz  in  cooperation  with  a  church  organization  -  the  Young 

n' s  and  Young  Ladies'  Mutual  Improvement  Association. 
Work  with  this  organization,  which  includes  a  total  of 
units,  consisted  of  two  phases:   (l)  The  giving  of  lectures  to  young 
:  ■       th   argahizatiop  and  to  such  adults  as  might  "be  invited, 

consisting  of  demonstrations  in  the  fields  of  music,  drama, 
I  speech. 

Lder  the  first  part  of  the  program  a  total  of  37  lectures  were  given 
i.th   q   tt        of  about  4,800.   Under  the  second  part,  music  institutes 
£iven  before  groups  of  lenders.   A  total  of  35  organizations  were  rep- 
t  L,   .:  nearly  all  of  these  had  from  1  to  10  people  in  attendance. 
misted  of  leaders  ")f  music  departments,  choristers,  soloists,  and 
:  rs  of  the  chorus.   A  total  of  three  music  institutes  were  held  with  an 
:    out  225. 
"I'-.mm  was  also  one  dram   institute  given  for  the  representatives 
;:  17  or^_         s.   These  representatives  were  leaders  in  drama  projects, 
and  all  oi  *      it  on  one  or  more  dramas  during  the  year,  with  from  5  to 
15  people  in  the  cast. 

"Anc fch  .    :tion  of  this  program  consisted  of  a  speech  institute,  at 
res  mtatives.  of  some  15  organizations  with  a  total  at- 
ndance  of  30.   The  total  attendance  at  all  the  meetings  and  demonstrations 
nder  the  subproject  -  Rural  Young  People's  and  Adult's  Education  - 
was     Kcess  of  7,700  persons. "/54 

"In  Washoe  County  special  effort  has  been  made  by  both 
Nevada;  the  farm  bureau  and  extension  service  to  draw  senior 

--M  club  members  and  the  older  age  grout>  into  farm- 
bureau  community  activities  and  responsibilities.   An 
13-year-old  4— H  club  girl  is,  this  year,  secretary  for  her  farm-bureau  corn- 
center.   A  number  of  young  people,  18  to  25  years  of  age,  are  work- 
ing on  farm-bureau  committees,  giving  excellent  service  and  developing  real 
community  interest.   Here  in  Nevada  with  our  small  scattered  population, 
we  believe  this  to  be  one  of  the  solutions  of  this  'youth  problem. '  "/55 

Youth  Conferences  and  Camps 

Twelve  or  more  Sta.tes  held  camps  or  conferences  at  the  State  college 
for  young  people.   A  few  were  combined  with  the  adult  Farmer's  Week,  others 
-   "/.eld  in  conjunction  with  the  4-H  Short  Course,  but  most  were  separate 
events  for  rural  young  people  only. 


/54  Ballantyne,  A.  3.,  rural  sociology  specialist,  Arizona.   Annual 
report,  1935. 
Buol,  Mery  Stilwell,  State  home  demonstration  leader,  Nevada.   Annual 
report,  1935. 
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"A  comparatively  new  activity  that  deserves  favorable 
South  Carolina       comment  was  the  State-wide  Young  People's  Conference, 

sponsored  "by  the  extension  service.   Only  rural  young 
people,  men  and  women  from  16  to  25  years  of  age,  were 
allowed  to  attend.   They  were  carefully  selected  by  the  agents.   The  con- 
ference was  held  at  Camp  Long.   It  lasted  for  1  week,  and  was  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  State  girls'  club  agent  and  the  boys'  recreational  leader. 
The  program  provided  for  carefully  guided  discussions  on  present-day  problems 
that  are  confronting  farm  youth. "/56 

"In  the  spring  of  1935,  plans  were  made  for  holding 
New  Jersey  an  institute  at  the  college,  to  which  would  be  invited 

young  men  and,  young  women  from  18  to  25  years  of  age. 

plans  for  this  gathering  were  made  in  cooperation  with 
H.  0.  Sampson,  State  supervisor  of  vocational  agriculture.   About  125  at- 
tended the  sessions  on  two  different  days.   Following  are  the  program  out- 
lines: 

Tuesday,  April  30,  1935 

Address  of  welcome     -  Dr.  Robert  C.  Clothier,  president, 

Rutgers  University. 
What  Rural  Life  Offers  -  Miss  Lita  Bane,  U.S.  Department  of 

Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Agriculture  and  Rural  Life  in  New  Jersey: 

Panel  Discussion  -  Dr.  Bryson,  Chairman. 
Mrs.  Barclay  Allen,  Vir.centown. 
Miss  Emily  Oakley,   Freehold. 
Henry  Rapp,  Jr.,     Farmingdale. 
Franklin  C-.  Rue,    Iml  ays  town. 
Henry  Schmidt,      Trenton. 
Lawrence  J.  Smith,   South  Piver. 
Ralph  B.  Star key,   Mullica  Kill. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1935 

Economic  situation  and  adjustments  -  Dr.  R.  B.  Corbett,  U.S. 

Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, Washington,  D.  C. 

Can  world  peace  be  obtained?       -  Dr.  Emily  Hickman,  New 

Jersey  College  for  Women. 

Keeping  ahead  of  the  headlines.    -  Frederic  Snyder,  Kingston, 

N.  Y.'"  /57 

"The  Youth  Institute,  which  is  the  annual  encampment 
New  Hampshire       with  short  courses  for  rural  youth,  was  held  the  week 

of  July  29  at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire.   The 
attendance,  which  was  not  confined  to  -present  or  for- 
mer 4-H  club  members,  numbered  134,  which  was  30  more  than  the  previous  year. 


/56  Plowden,  Theodosia  D.,  and  Harper,  Bessie,  home  demonstration  district 

agents,  South  Carolina.   Annual  report,  1935. 
/57  Hulbert,  A,  M. ,  -  assistant  director  of  extension  service,  New  Jersey. 

Annual  report,  1935. 
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Two  new  courses 
-  -  total  sever.. 
course,  follow: 


home  economics  and  song  leadership  -  were  '.added,  making 
The  seven  courses,  and  the  number  who  registered  for  each 


Subject 


•i  culture 
Home  Economics 

First  Aid 
Life  Saving 

Recreational  Leadership  - 
Song  Leadership 
Leadership  principles 


No.  registered 

31 

42 

17   "' 
26 
56 
37 
30" /58 


.  Extension  Publications  for  Rural  Youth  Groups 

Several  States  have  issued  nuoli cations,  mostly  mimeographed,  for 
use  of  rural  young  people.   New  Hampshire  is  one  of  the  few  that  dis- 
cusses the    I ■  .-r  of  publications  in  the  annual  report. 


New  Hampshire 


"An  Advisers'  Guidebook  was  prepared  in  1934.   This 
book  was  used  by  groups  as  a  guide  during  the  proce- 
dure of  organizing  and  in  conducting  their  programs 
through  the  year.   It  was  decided  in  September  1935 
to  reorganize  the  Advisers'  Guidebook  and  to  "base  the  revision  on  experience 
with  the  various  groups.   Four  separate  circulars  were  prepared,  having  the 
following  titles: 

1.  Explanation  and  Plan  of  Organization.-  This  is  available 
to  club  presidents  and  secretaries,  and  is  used  by  committees  considering 
the  formation  of  a  Youth  Club. 

2.  Educational  Program  Suggestions.-  Used  by  the.  vice  presi- 
dents and  their  educational  program-planning  committees.   The  vice  presi- 
dent of  each  club  is  chairman  of  this  committee. 

3.  Social  Program  Suggestions.  -  To  relieve  the  vice  presi- 
dent from  the  responsibility  of  social  programs  as  well  as  educational  pro- 
grams, it  was  decided  to  ask  each  club  to.  elect  a  'social  chairman.  '   The 
'social  program  suggestions'  circular  serves  as  a  guide  for  this  officer 
and  in  introducing  new  types  of  recreation. 

4.  Personal  Project  Suggestions.  -  One  of  these  circulars  is 
provided  each  member  to  be  used  as  a  guide  in  selecting  some  personal  proj- 
ect which  will  benefit  the  member  or  his  home  situation. 

"The  Advisers'  Handbook  at  the  present  time  consists  of  the  afore- 
mentioned circulars  clipped  together.  "/59_ 

Summary  and  Outlook 

Illinois,  which  reports  the  largest  enrollment  in  rural  young  people's 
groups,  and  which  probably  has  more  variation  in  types  of  program  than  any 
other  State,  includes  a  section  on  Summary  and  Outlook  in  its  1935  annual 


/58  Hoitt,  Samuel  V?.,  assistant  State  club  leader,  New  Hampshire.   Annual 

■  report,  1935. 
/99  Hoitt,  Samuel  H7.  ,  assistant  State  club  leader,  New  Hampshire.   Annual 
report,  1935. 


1" 92-35 


report  of  Work  With  Rural  Young  People. 

"From  a  consideration  of  the  activities  "being  carried 
Illinois  on  in  Illinois,  the  following  observations  may  he  made: 

1.  Among  young  people  above  4-H  club  age,  out 
of  school  and  not  yet  established  in  homenaking  or  in 

business  for  themselves,  we  may  expect  to  find  a  variety  of 'interests. 

2.  Membership  in  groups  will  cortinue  to  be 
mobile.   When  members  marry  and  establish  homes  for  themselves  they  probably 
will  not  retain  their  interest  in  a  program  planned  particularly  for  the  un- 
married group. 

3.  Recreation  and  ways  of  becoming  acquainted 
are  of  first  interest  in  all  groups.   Apparently  these  needs  are  met  satis- 
factorily in  large  mixed  groups  meeting  on  a  county-wide  basis. 

4.  Mixed  groups  also  are  satisfactory  for  carry- 
ing on  activities  such  as  music  and  drama  tournaments,  for  discussing  general 
issues  of  concern  to.  farm  people,  and  for  forwarding  projects  in  which  young 
men  and  young  women  both  participate. 

5.  Groups  which  satisfactorily  carry  on  study 
of  subject  matter  in  agriculture  or  home  economics  usually  are  smaller  than 
county-wide  groups.   They  may  be  made  up  of  young  men  only,  young  women  only, 
or  may  be  mixed  groups,  depending  upon  the  nature  of  the  subject  matter 
studied.   The  basis  of  such  groups  will  be  a  common  interest  in  the  material 
to  be  considered. 

6.  As  the  young  people  gain  experience  in  direct- 
ing their  own  groups  and  he come  better  acquainted,  there  probably  will  be 
more  demands  for  individual  tnd  group  projects  that  provide  technical  infor- 
mation in  agriculture  and  home  economics  and  in  related  fields.   Already 
there  is  apparent  a  tendency  for  programs  that  started  with  social  features 
only,  to  include  discussions  involving  an  exchange  of  ideas  and  presentation 
of  new  information. 

7.  When  study  of  such  technical  information  is 
attempted,  there  may  be  a  shift  from  monthly  county-wide  meetings  of  large 
groups  to  smaller  local  or  special  interest  groups.   County-wide  meetings 
will  continue  to  have  a  place  in  the  program. "/6C 


/60  Ritzsimmons,  Cleo,  and  Randall,  G.  S. ,  State  club  leaders,  Illinois. 
Annual  report  (rural  young  people),  1935. 
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